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West Stormont Woodland Group 
 

West Stormont was the name used in medieval times to cover the parishes of 

Auchtergaven, Kinclaven, Logiealmond, Moneydie, Redgorton (Stanley) and the 

Murthly portion of Little Dunkeld. West Stormont has been chosen as the most 

suitably inclusive title for the many communities connected to Taymount and 

Five Mile Woods today.  
 

Working with local people to bring Taymount Wood 

and Five Mile Wood into Community Ownership  
 

Community Monthly Update – February 2022  
 

What has WSWG been doing this month? 

• Forestry and Land Scotland (FLS) have explained that the scheduled work on controlling encroaching gorse, 

other vegetation and windblow on paths in both Taymount and Five Mile Woods continues to be held up due 
to contractors still working on emergency works following Storm Arwen and also staff shortages due to covid. 

Word is that work is imminent, so fingers crossed it will be done soon, before the bird breeding season.  

• There has been more windblow in both woods during the recent successive storms of early 2022. Although 
we have still come off relatively lightly, there appears to be a bit more damage in Five Mile Wood than Taymount, 
but it has added to the clearance work required already from Storm Arwen. We are sussing out the extent and 

locations of additional windblow to report back to FLS, so if anyone can add to that in words or photos, please 

email us your observations. Take great care if walking in both woods at the moment, and with all the debris 
and leaning trees, best to keep out of the woods in very windy weather. 

• 21 January - participation in workshop in Perth City Leadership Forum’s on-line conference on Nature and 

Biodiversity run by Perthshire Nature Connections Partnership. Other contributors to the workshop were 
Highland Perthshire Communities Land Trust’s Dun Coillich project and SEPA’s LENs project (Landscape Enterprise 
Networks). The conference was PCLF’s first event in their 2022 Year of Action on Biodiversity. 

• 25 January – short WSWG update presented to the big post-covid, on-line catch-up meeting of Tayside 

Biodiversity Partnership’s Joint Farmland, Upland & Woodland Working Group. Amazing to hear 
how much brilliant action is going on around Tayside on biodiversity. Much needed and so inspiring. 

• Prompted by the song This Tender Land recently written for the WSWG Project by John Kendal, we’ve been 

working on a new Community page being set up on the WSWG website to showcase your creative expressions 
of support for the WSWG project which can in turn support our CATS Application. So far, we’ve uploaded 
examples from past WSWG events but hopefully we’ll have many more proactive contributions coming from you 
all over the coming months. Really looking forward to how beautiful we can make this Community page look!  

 

Word of the Month  

Natural regeneration This is the process by which woodlands are restocked by trees that develop from seeds 
that fall and germinate in situ. For most of the last two or three centuries, foresters have restocked and created 
woodlands by using transplants grown in nurseries. (Source: Forest Research) … … and the deer eat our natural regen!! 
 

What’s coming up next? 

• “Protect a Wild Tree” – WSWG community events to protect natural regeneration of native trees in Taymount 
Wood with tree tubes, 10am-1pm, Friday 4 March and 10am-1pm Sunday 13 March. Details will be emailed soon. 

• Free tree saplings still available for local community groups, schools or individuals who would like to plant trees 
in their patch as part of the Big Climate Fightback. An ambitious project partnership between energy company OVO 
Energy and The Conservation Volunteers, with over 1 Million Trees planted so far.  Any group or individual that 
wants some trees, please email Alan at wswgtrees@btinternet.com Tree species include Hawthorn, Rowan, Bird 

Cherry, Oak, Downy Birch, Field Maple and Goat Willow. (Please note new email address for contacting Alan.) 

Follow us! West Stormont Woodland Group   Email us: contact@weststormontwoodlandgroup.scot          
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