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West Stormont Woodland Group 
 

West Stormont was the name used in medieval times to cover the parishes of 

Auchtergaven, Kinclaven, Logiealmond, Moneydie, Redgorton (Stanley) and the 

Murthly portion of Little Dunkeld. West Stormont has been chosen as the most 

suitably inclusive title for the many communities connected to Taymount and 

Five Mile Woods today.  
 

Working with local people to bring Taymount Wood 

and Five Mile Wood into Community Ownership  
 

Community Monthly Update – December 2021  
 

What has WSWG been doing this month? 

• Whew! We are relieved to say that, apart from general debris, both woods seem to have come off relatively 

lightly in Storm Arwen compared to many forests across Scotland. Several WSWG members who live beside the 
woods very kindly sent us reports which we forwarded to Forestry and Land Scotland. Access from the Taymount 
Wood car park was completely blocked by 6 or 7 large conifer trees which had blown down across the track, and 
a new fence was ripped up by some old Scots pines which have sadly come to the end of their standing life. A 
smaller conifer blew down across the main circular track in Five Mile Wood. Things could have been a lot worse.    

• We received an unexpectedly generous award as a chosen recipient of community benefit funding from the 

Littleton Burn Hydro Project near Dalguise. Huge thanks to Energy4All and Highland Community 

Energy Society for this extremely welcome donation to our project. 

• We’ve been planning for the WSWG winter events programme. See below for details of the first of those, 
coming soon to a wood near you! Watch this space to get involved in tree planting later in the winter. 

• The Shadow Board continues its good progress with pulling together the forestry management and community 

benefit we’d like to see in the Business Plan. In particular, we have developed interesting plans for our 

forest food project and the various community facilities and enterprises creating the WSWG forest hub. 
More details on these and other ventures in both woods in due course. We are aiming to submit the CATS 
Application in April/May and so intend to consult WSWG members on these updated, costed plans before then. 

• Margaret Lear contributed an article on her discovery of the rare Scarlet Berry fungus in Five Mile Wood 
to the Community Woodlands Association for their next Newsletter. 
 

Word of the Month  

Solstice: the time or date (twice each year) at which the sun reaches its maximum or minimum declination, 
marked by the longest and shortest days (around 21 June and 22 December). Solstice is of Latin derivation: sol (sun) 
and sistere (to stand still) – referring to when the seasonal movement of the Sun’s daily path (as seen from Earth) 
pauses at a southern or northern limit before reversing direction. This year, for us in the UK, the winter solstice is on 
Tuesday 21st December, the shortest day and longest night of the year, after which the days will start getting longer 
again. Different cultures celebrate the solstices in different ways. This year we’re going to mark it the WSWG way! 
 

What’s coming up next? 

• We’re going to have a go at carol singing in Taymount Wood to 

celebrate the winter solstice – weather and covid permitting, of 

course. Tuesday 21 December, 6-7pm. To make it a Winter 
Warmer too, wrap up well, bring a torch (no naked flames) and a flask 
of soup or a warm drink if you wish. WSWG will provide the song 
sheets! Meet us just a few metres up from the car park from 5.45pm. 

• Christmas and the festive season! Have a brilliant one!  
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